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May, that the Paraguayan Government issued a decree declaring
that a state of war existed between Bolivia and Paraguay. In
the middle of July a fierce battle was reported to have taken
place in the neighbourhood of Fort Gondra (to the north of Port
Nanawa), but otherwise there was little active fighting between
June and September. The Bolivians suffered more severely from lack
of water-supplies in the dry season than their opponents, and when
the Paraguayans took the offensive again in their turn, in October
1933, it was not long before the Bolivian resistance temporarily
collapsed.
After two months of intensive fighting, the Bolivians suffered a
more severe reverse than had yet befallen either side. On the 10th
December, the Paraguayans captured Fort Alihuata (or Zenteno),
a key position between Forts Arce and Saavedra. The Bolivian
retreat was hampered by rain; and between 10,000 and 14,000
Bolivians, together with large quantities of munitions, were said to
have fallen into Paraguayan hands. The Paraguayan commander
pressed his advantage home, and the capture of Fort Saavedra on the
12th December left the way open to Fort Munoz, which also fell on
the 19th December. At midnight on the 19th/20th December, 1933, a
truce, proposed by Paraguay, came into force for ten days; but
although this was prolonged, in response to neutral appeals, until
the 6th January, 1934, the hope that the fighting in the Chaco had
finally ceased was not fulfilled.
When military operations were resumed on the termination of the
truce, the Paraguayan forces continued at first to enjoy a consider-
able measure of success. One Bolivian fort after another fell into
Paraguay's hands without resistance, and the whole of the Chaco east
of the sixty-second meridian was soon under Paraguayan occupation.
This advance of the Paraguayan lines, however, made the problem of
transporting men and munitions from the bases on the Paraguay
River increasingly serious, while the retreating Bolivian Army gained
a corresponding advantage from the shortening of its lines of com-
munication. Moreover, it soon appeared that the Bolivian retreat
had been deliberately planned with the object of drawing the enemy
on until the Bolivian commander was ready to give battle in a position
of his own choice. In February 1933 the section of the Paraguayan
Army which had been operating in the northern area of the Chaco
was held in check for some weeks in the neighbourhood of Fort
Cabezon and thus prevented from effecting a union with the southern
army. This delay gave the main body of the Bolivian Army time to
entrench itself along a twenty-mile line to the east of Fort Ballivian